


posing such human rights abuses. The protesters’ 
grievances are directed toward President Joko Widodo 
and his government, stemming primarily from the 
government’s support of legislation recently passed in 
Parliament that would curb the power of the nation’s 
anti-corruption apparatus.[1]

The Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) was 
formed in 2002 with the primary goal of internally 
prosecuting corrupt government actors in Jakarta, but 
it is now in danger of being prevented from carrying 
out that purpose by the current government.[2] Indo-
nesia has been plagued with corruption throughout 
the Widodo administration.[3] Independent corrup-
tion reports suggest rampant bribery within the public 
service sector and a judicial system that is independent 
in name but is largely influenced by political interests.
[4] It is not just the KPK that is in trouble; the Widodo 
administration is both scrutinizing those within the 
government less and attacking personal and econom-
ic freedoms more by revising the Criminal Code.[5] 
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