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In recent decades, Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sions (TRCs) have been used throughout the world

a eranarmed con ict, aspeci c act of violence, or
sustained persecution by a State, and have served to
try to help a society understand and come to terms
with these actions by seeking information about what
happened. Some TRCs have been able to ensure that
events or individual memories of the violence are not
forgotten by memorializing the work of the commis-






Study, however, provides that in both international
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ternational law to provide further detail and revisions
to the provisions Joinet articulated. In 2005, when
Orentlicher’s report was published, TRCs in Chile,
Chad, Ghana, El Salvador, Guatemala and Sierra Le-
one had already included aspects of memorialization
connected to the right to know in their nal recom-
mendations and reports. Some of these TRCs called
for the erection of monuments that listed all victims,
or the conversion of secret detention centers into mu-
seums and memorials.






serve to share stories and educate younger generations
about the con ict.[55] ere are already a number of
uno cial memorials that have been built, and partici-
pants discussed how the location of the memorial was
important in regards to whether they were in an urban
area like the capital, where many people who see it, or
whether they were constructed locally, where viola-
tions happen, or perhaps both for di erent audiences
and purposes.[56] However, many participants noted
that the memorials do not reduce their own su ering,
but provide a public recognition of it.[57]

CONCLUSION

e actual implementation of the right to know and
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