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Trust in the local media remains higher 
than trust in the national media
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Data come from the 2017 Cooperative Congressional Election Study. Figures represent percentage of 
respondents giving positive response.



Democrats express far more trust in 
the national media than Republicans do
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The partisan gap is smaller for local media, but 
Democrats express more trust than Republicans

36

54

61

67

57

79

76

81

Deals fairly with all sides

Reporting is accurate and fair

Trust information from
newspapers

Trust information from TV
Republicans

Democrats

Data come from the 2017 Cooperative Congressional Election Study. Figures represent percentage of 
respondents giving positive response.



Partisans’ attitudes toward local news look more 
and more like attitudes toward national news
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Data come from Pew Research Center (2011) and the Cooperative Congressional Election Study (2017).



Trump approval correlates with media attitudes: 
Strong supporters are very distrustful
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Data come from the 2017 Cooperative Congressional Election Study. Figures represent the number of positive 
responses to four questions about media trust and fairness.
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